
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
“We are at the height of the culture war between the 

Culture of life and the Culture of Death,” stated George 
Weigel, senior fellow at the Institute of Ethics and Public 

Policy.  “The most effective thing we can do to win the 
culture war is by giving solid Christian witness in minis-

tries such as 40 Days for Life, Project Rachel, crisis preg-
nancy centers, and those who care for the elderly.”  (The 

Florida Catholic, May 4-7, 2012 

 

Contributions for  March 17, 2013  
 
 

St. Thomas:  $2,096.08 
 
 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $562.00 
 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of April, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas - 7:30 AM, Sunday 04/21/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 04/14/13. 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
March 28 - Beginning of Easter Triduum. 
April 2 - Society of St. Thomas Women will meet at 7:00 PM in the St. Thomas social hall. 
April 7 - “ASK FATHER” immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
April 14 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting immediately following the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 

    

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned peas.   
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

                       

THE FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 
Jesus requested that the Feast of Divine Mercy be preceded by a novena (beginning on Good Friday) consisting of 
the recitation of the Divine Mercy chaplet and the prayer for the day.  (If you no longer have a copy of the Divine 
Mercy Novena you may pick one up at the back of the church.)  The Plenary Indulgence associated with this feast 

consists in the reception of Holy Communion in the state of grace on Divine Mercy Sunday and prayers for the inten-

tions of the Holy Father as well as sacramental confession within 8 days of the feast, (The Holy Father has said that 
any time during Lent is sufficient.)  The result is the complete remission of sins and punishment due to sin.  We will 
celebrate this feast on April 7th at Our Lady of Mercy beginning with our 11:00 AM Mass, followed by a potluck din-
ner in the social hall and concluding with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 3:00 PM (The Hour of Mercy).  

Plan your schedule to attend!               

EASTER SUNDAY — SECOND COLLECTION 
The second collection on Easter weekend is for the 

Education of Seminarians.  Please show your support 
for these men who have accepted their call from God. 

FLOWER DONATIONS 
Envelopes are available in the back of the church if you 

would like to make a donation towards Easter flowers, in 
memory of loved ones or deceased family members. 

EASTER PIES 
      **All pies will be ready for pick up on Good Friday, 
March 29th between 3:00 - 6:00 PM at Our Lady of Mercy 
church Social Hall (side door.)   
      **All ladies interested in helping with this fund-raiser 
please meet in the social hall on Thursday, March 28th at 
8:00 AM to do the prep work and at 7:00 AM on Friday, 
March 29th to make the pies. 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION  

FOR THE HOLY LAND 
     Our parish, once a year on Good Friday, is called on 

to support Christians in the Holy Land.     
     This annual Good Friday collection offers a direct link 

for parishioners to be witnesses of peace and to help 
protect the Holy places.  When you donate on Good 

Friday, you are supporting Christians in the Holy Land. 
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As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,   
for  all those serving in our  armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia   

to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

 

THE EASTER DUTY 
To lead a sacramental life one is expected to receive Holy Communion frequently and the Sacrament of Penance 

regularly minimally at least once a year, (obligatory annually only if mortal sin is involved) minimally, to receive Holy 

Communion at least once a year, between the first Sunday of Lent and Trinity Sunday.  For this reason, please take 
note of the confession schedule for Holy week on the insert.  Please take advantage of these opportunities to be 

reconciled with God before Easter. 

                      

The Value of Conscience 
By Elizabeth Scalia - The Catholic Answer, 5/1/2012  

 

     The memory still stings: there I was, age 7, the veteran of a splendidly moving and memorable first holy Commun-
ion and graced with an oddball love of the Sacrament of Confession in all of its velvet-curtained-sliding-screen  

ambiance, planning to steal a toy “ladies fan” from a candy store, simply to see if I could. 
     The fan was red, and I had always been — and still am — a sucker for all things red. It was airy, lacy and flamboy-

ant, and I had the 10 cents the thing cost in my pocket.  
     But the toy display was on the other side of the cashier, and the devil was on my shoulder: “Take it,” he whispered. 

“I bet you could slip it into your pocket and no one would know.”  
     Petty theft, which I had never before aspired to, became suddenly a tantalizing challenge. And the fan was red. I 

took it. I cleverly slipped the thing into my sleeve and casually walked out the door. It was so easy. And so completely 
unsatisfying.  

     By the time I’d walked home, fanning myself all the way in a manner I was sure duplicated the graceful lines of a 
señorita, I had begun to feel a peculiar emptiness that was new, and throughout the day that feeling grew, until it 

threatened to become a black hole into which I could disappear. By eventide, I had thrown the fan away from me in 
disgust. It wasn’t mine; it was ill-gotten booty. I had sinned, and it was not good.  

     The next day was Saturday — confession day in our neighborhood, for in 1965 it was a rare Catholic who would 
receive Communion without first reconciling themselves to God. I frankly couldn’t wait to get the theft off my chest — 

and out of my heart and soul — and had barely gotten the “bless me father” off my tongue before the full story came 
pouring out. The priest, spending another glorious Saturday within a small, airless box and — at that hour — listening 

mostly to the piping sins of children, had given a grumpy acknowledgement that my sin was a biggie. “Stealing is men-
tioned in the Ten Commandments; it especially offends God,” he said, and I thought, “I know, I know, it’s been eating 

at me.”  

     Thank God for penance. A Rosary decade on my knees felt sufficiently arduous, and I emerged from church feeling 
like I’d done my piece. And yet . . . it couldn’t be that easy, could it? Where was the justice? The man at the candy 

store was still out his 10 cents.  
     Walking home, I fingered the quarter in my pocket, given me by my grandmother and designated for an orange 

drink I craved. My sense of justice wrestled with my thirst. I did dearly love my orange drink. But, finally, conscience 
won out; stepping into the candy store, I approached the counter, meaning to confess my crime, pay the dime and be 

done. But I couldn’t. Serving justice on a coward’s tray, I waited until the man’s attention was diverted, and quietly slid 
the quarter on his counter and quickly left the store.  

     It was not a perfectly balanced redemption; it left me cleansed, but out 15 cents. But I had not yet explored the 
vagaries of fairness. I was ignorant of all but the most elementary theology, and it would be many years before I could 

distinguish between the unsophisticated notion of “Catholic guilt” and the heavy grace of what Father Joseph Parisi 
calls “a properly formed conscience”, but I felt better. My Catholic grounding had informed my sense of both justice 

and mercy. I had confessed regret to my God and made a generous, if anonymous, restitution, and the gaping mouth 
of emptiness so eager to swallow me had been resolutely snapped shut. The red fan was never again a pleasurable 

toy, but it became a favorite possession, a reminder that whenever God is pushed aside, only emptiness awaits. TCA  



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         03/31               Emily & Becca Siler                                             Joanne Sikarskie                          Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       03/24 - 03/30:  Joanne Sikarskie & Terry Silk  

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/30              To be assigned.                                                  Don Woods & Beth Spencer                        
         03/31              Titi Ferguson & Mary Sagace                                John Ferguson                            Wesley Snyder                    

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Nancy Nester, Terry Silk, Mike Michael and Sherry Burns. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Palm Sunday of the Passion of our Lord   

   
  Mar.  25  Monday                   Leonard Teranto                     7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Mar.  26  Tuesday                  Barbara Colabrese                    5:00 PM  Thomas                                                             
  Mar.  27  Wednesday                                  John E. Donica                             5:00 PM  Parsons  
  Mar.  28  HOLY THURSDAY                                           Andrew Murray                                                7:00 PM  Thomas              
  Mar.  29  GOOD FRIDAY                                SOLEMN STATIONS OF THE CROSS                              3:00 PM  Thomas 
  Mar.  29  GOOD FRIDAY                            CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION              6:00 PM  Parsons 
  Mar.  30  SATURDAY VIGIL                    People of the Parish                        7:30 PM  Thomas        
  Mar.  31  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish               9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Mar.  31  SUNDAY                                                             William Marco                                               11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


