
Pastor:  Rev. Timothy J. Grassi,  

P.O. Box 300, Thomas, WV   26292    —Tel: 304-463-4488 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Please contact the priest to make arrangements.  
Instructions for both parents are required.   
Sponsors from outside the Parish need a letter 
of eligibility from their Pastors. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 
Arrangements should be made with the Pastor 
at least six months in advance of the intended 
date of marriage.  Preparation classes with the 
Pastor are required.   

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick: 
If you know of anyone who is seriously ill, hospi-
talized, shut-in, or about to undergo surgery, 
Please contact the Pastor or the Parish office to 
let us know 
Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday 4:00 – 4:30 p.m., and 30 minutes be-
fore all weekday Masses and anytime upon re-
quest.  
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PRO-LIFE CORNER   
Columnist George Will writes from time to time about his 
Down syndrome son, Jon, now 40 years old, considered a 

gift by all who know him.  “We should ponder  [the practice 
that allows] our society [to] conduct a search and destroy 
mission to wipe people like Jon Will off the facwe of the 

earth.  And it won’t end with eugenic abortion.  The odor of 
infanticide is in the wind too.  Not only that, but people like 
my friend who become developmentally or cognitively disab 
led after birth could well also be targeted one day for mercy 
killing or refused necessary medical treatment toward the 

end that they die sooner rather than later.  It has happened 
in history before.  And with people like Terri Schiavo, it is 

happening here and now.   
(Wesley J. Smith, on his internet blog) 

 

Contributions for  March 03, 2013  
 

St. Thomas:  $2,289.08 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund:  $548.00 

Our Lady of Mercy:   $620.00 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund:  $226.00 

 

THE TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS 
 

During the month of March, the Tridentine Mass  
will be offered at the following times and churches: 

 

St. Thomas - 7:30 AM, Sunday 03/17/2013; 
 

Our Lady of Mercy - 12:30 PM, Sunday 03/10/13. 

 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON!!! 
 

March 10 - Our Lady of Mercy Women’s Guild meeting after the 11 AM Mass in Parsons. 
March 13 - Knights of Columbus meeting at 6:00 PM in Thomas followed by the 4th degree Knights meeting. 
March 17 - Confirmation class with Fr Grassi at 5:00 PM in the Our Lady of Mercy social hall. 
March 23 - Lenten day of reflection for men at St. Thomas. 

    

Thomas Food Pantry  
The Food Pantry is in need of  “valued” food items.   

This month we are seeking canned peas.   
In subsequent months we will let you know what items 
are needed and ask your assistance in this need for our 

community. 

                       

                    KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LENTEN FISH FRY 
                 

                 Please come to our delicious Fish Fry on ALL Fridays during Lent! 
 Dinner includes an 8 oz. fish fillet with tartar or cocktail sauce; dinner roll with butter; cole slaw; 
                   green beans; macaroni n’ cheese; fruit dessert; coffee or punch. 
               Cost:  Adults $8.00  Kids 12 & under $4.00  CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE! 
                      The dinner will be at both locations from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM, 

at the St. Thomas Center and Our Lady of Mercy church social hall on March 15th & March 22. 

 

                          LENT SCHEDULE - Stations of the Cross 
 

                WEDNESDAY - immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at Our Lady of Mercy.   
             (Wednesday Mass during Lent will be at 5:00 PM.)         

                                                  

               FRIDAY -  immediately after the 5:00 PM Mass at St. Thomas. 
 

**The Knights of Columbus have asked that we pray the Rosary after the Stations of the Cross in Parsons for 
the protection of our Religious Liberty and Freedom of Conscience in the United States. 

 

ATTENTION CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

The confirmation class will meet with Fr. Grassi  
next Sunday, March 17th at 5:00 PM until 7:00 PM at 
Our Lady of Mercy Church.  We will have a time of  

discussion followed by fun and pizza. 

http://home.catholicweb.com/GoodShepherdMontrose/index.cfm/NewsItem?ID=273271
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=crucifixion+of+jesus+clipart&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=tH1KFJst51mDHM&tbnid=HLEfOfMPVTeksM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdailycoloringpages.com%2Fbible-coloring-sheets%2Fcrucifixion-and-resurrection-of-jesus-


As we pray the Rosary before our Masses in this month of March, we will  pray In reparation  for  sins,  for  all those serving in our  
armed  forces, for  peace in the Middle East  and  For  the  Consecration  of Russia  to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

CALLING ALL MEN 
We will be having a Lenten day of reflection for men on Saturday, March 23rd, from 10 AM until Mass at 5 PM.  This 
will take place in the St. Thomas Center and in the St. Thomas Church.  Deacon David Galvin and at least one addi-

tional priest will be presenting.   
ON THIS WEEKEND VISITING CONFESSOR(S) WILL BE AVAILABLE AT DESIGNATED TIMES FOR THE 

WHOLE PARISH. 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT 
The annual Lenten Season is a fitting time to climb the holy mountain of Easter.   

The character of the Lenten Season is to spiritually prepare for the paschal mystery.  Catholics are reminded of their 

Easter Duty—to receive Holy Communion during the Easter Season. Therefore, we are also reminded of the sacra-
mental confession necessary to prepare for this duty.  Please take this time of Lent to prepare and make a good and 
thorough confession in preparation for the great feast of Easter.  Lent runs from  Ash Wednesday until the Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper exclusive on Holy Thursday. 

                      

HOW’S LENT WORKING FOR YOU? 
Last Updated Aug 2012  By Woodeene Koenig-Bricker 

     I’ve always found Dr. Phil’s catchphrase ("How's that working for you?) a little annoying, but recently I asked my-

self his question with regard to Lent. The answer? Not so great. 
     Some Lents are much better than others in terms of discipline, organization and prayer. This isn’t one of them. I 

was traveling on February 25, forgot what day it was and had a hamburger for lunch, after which I remembered that it 
was Ash Wednesday. Not exactly a stellar start to the season. 

     You wouldn’t know it to look at my life, but I am a closet perfectionist. If I can’t do something right, I don’t want to 
do it at all. If I’m late getting started, I would rather not begin at all. So, naturally, I was ready to blow Lent off this 

year. But then, of all things, I thought of the Grinch. He wanted to prevent Christmas from coming by destroying all 

the trappings, but it came anyway. 
     And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow, stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so? It came 

without ribbons. It came without tags. It came without packages, boxes or bags. And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his 
puzzler was sore. Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before. What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come 

from a store. What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more. 
     Like the Grinch, I puzzled and puzzled until my puzzler was sore. What if Lent isn’t so much a period of time, but a 

change of heart? What if it isn’t really too late after all? What if Lent really does means a little bit more? Obviously I 
couldn’t do Lent the perfect way that I wanted, but since when is Lent about perfection? 

     So with what is remaining of this special time of year, I resolved to do just one thing—literally. I decided that each 
day as my Lenten discipline I would do one thing that I didn’t want to do. Immediately my perfectionist side leapt forth 

with a list of requirements as to difficulty and duration. It has to be something you really really don’t want to do and it 
has to last a long time so it’s really really painful and you have to do it first thing in the morning and and and. 

     I sent her to sit with the Grinch. I’m doing just one thing I don’t want to do each day. That’s it. That’s all. The first 
day I put my coffee mug in the dishwasher as soon as I was done with it instead of leaving it in the sink. Another day I 

sorted the mail and tossed the junk in recycling before I even came in the house. Another day I got out of bed the 
minute the alarm rang instead of pushing snooze for five more minutes. You get the idea. None of these things is all 

that difficult and they are things I should be doing anyway, but they are a lot harder than they appear. St. Paul nailed 
it when he said: For I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want. 

     This year, I’m trying to do the good I want, one small thing at a time. In many ways, it’s shaping up to be the best 
Lent ever. How about you? How’s your Lent going? Remember, it’s never too late to have a great Lent, no matter 

when you start. 



           PARSONS      EXTRAORDINARY  MINISTERS                         READER                                       ALTAR BOYS 
         03/17              Cindy Long & Fred Sikarskie                                  Tom Gutshall                              Any and all Available! 
         Cleaning:       03/10 - 03/16:  Cindy Long & Betty Jane DiBacco  

         THOMAS        EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS                          READERS                                    ALTAR  BOYS          
         03/16              Kathy & Pat Kotten                                             Beth Spencer                       
         03/17              Betty Woods & Mary Sagace                                Diane Rader                                Wesley Snyder                                                

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
 Monthly meeting on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m., alternating in the Knights of Columbus room  

Thomas, and Social Hall, Parsons. 
OUR LADY OF MERCY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Meetings are held the second Sunday of the Month immediately after Mass in the Parish Hall.   
SOCIETY OF ST. THOMAS WOMEN 

Every woman of the parish is a member of the Society.  Monthly meetings are the first Tuesday of the month   
(except Jan., Feb., March)  

Let us remember in prayer all of our sick and shut-ins: 
Dorothy Breth, Theresa Cook, Helen Wilson, Champ Sedmock, Frances Shaga, Vivian Bozic, Solena Massi, Lois La-
mont, “Sob” Gennantonio, Martha Kochenderfer, Eleanor James, Earl & Mary Moore, Betty Swantek, J. Pat and Mar-
tha Nichols, Muriel Nestor, Eula Jean & Henry Udovich, Tony Lambruno, Elizabeth Lane, Vincent DiBacco, Judy Gut-
shall, Dan and Mary Ingram, Mary Johnson, Nancy Nester, Terry Silk and Sherry Burns. 

We offer a hearty welcome to all of our visitors!  If you would like to make a contribution to 
our parish, please use the visitor’s envelope in the pew. 

    MASSES FOR THE WEEK   
   Fourth Sunday of Lent   

   
  Mar.  11  Monday                    Margaret Cassell                   7:15 AM  Thomas                      
  Mar.  12  Tuesday                    Patrick Flanagan                    5:00 PM  Thomas                                                             
  Mar.  13  Wednesday                                   Sr. Pat Marren                             5:00 PM  Parsons  
  Mar.  14  Thursday                      Guy Antonacci                     5:00 PM  Thomas              
  Mar.  15  Friday                                                              Eli Botizan                                               5:00  PM  Thomas 
  Mar.  16  Saturday                                                          John E. Donica                                   9:00 AM  Parsons                
  Mar.  16  SATURDAY VIGIL                      Vera Lillian Kucer                   5:00 PM  Thomas        
  Mar.  17  SUNDAY                                                       People of the Parish                       9:00 AM  Thomas 
  Mar.  17  SUNDAY                                                             Mary Buckley                                                11:00 AM  Parsons      

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our prayer line call Mary Frances Evans - Thomas (463-4413)  

or Martha Nichols - Davis (259-5370)  Paula Siler - Parsons (478-4104)  or Cindy Long - Parsons (478-4833) 

HOLY COMMUNION:  We welcome to the Holy Mass all who share our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  While all are welcome here, 
we cannot extend to all an invitation to receive Holy Communion.  This is not for lack of Christian hospitality.  Rather, it is the recog-
nition by the Catholic Church that real divisions of faith and practice do sadly exist among Christians.  Practicing Catholics who go to 
Confession whenever needed are invited to receive Holy Communion.  Non-Catholic Christians and those Catholics who should not 
receive Holy Communion (including those married outside the church and those in need of the sacrament of Penance) are asked to 
pray for a spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus and for the unity of His Church.  Those who are not receiving Holy Communion 
but who would like to receive a blessing are invited to indicate this desire by crossing their arms across their chests as they approach 
the priest in the Communion procession. 


